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Understanding Reassessment

Why isthishappening?

In 1998, the Indiana Supreme Court ruled that
the method that Indiana used for determining
the value of property for purposes of taxation
was unconstitutional . The court ordered that the
system be changed to reflect a uniform standard
based on property wealth (market value).

How did tax restructuring affect my tax bill?

In 2002, the Indiana General Assembly made
significant changes to the property tax laws to
help those who would be paying a higher por-
tion of the property tax burden. The major pro-
visions were:

the Standard Homestead Exemption was
increased from $6,000 to $35,000.

the State assumed 60% of the cost of the
school general fund.

the Property Tax Replacement Credit
(PTRC) was maintained at 20%.

the Homestead Credit, though modified,
was doubled to 20%.

Wher e does my property tax money go?

Property taxes support local governments, in-
cluding schools, law enforcement, fire depart-
ments, and solid waste management districts.

Why do property taxesgo up?

Local government entities increase their
levy (the amount of money they collect
from their property tax district).

Property tax burdens “shift” for many rea-
sons, such as a significant business closing.
Thiswould leave a greater tax burden to be
shared by the community’ s remaining prop-
erty owners.

Property Tax Assessment Appeals Process

for Lake County, Indiana
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Filing Appeals

If you believe a mistake has been made in the
assessment of your property, you are entitled to
an appeal. Due to special legislation passed by
the General Assembly in 2003, the appeal proc-
ess for the current reassessment is unique in
Lake County.

The Department of Local Government Finance
has contracted The ColesLayersTrumble (CLT)
Company to conduct the reassessment field-
work in Lake County. Under normal circum-
stances, taxpayers would first contact the
county assessor or auditor to question a reas-
sessment. In Lake County taxpayers are asked
to first contact Cole-Layer-Trumble (CLT)
within 45 days regarding any questions or dis-
agreements with their reassessments. A contact
phone number will be printed on the Notice of

Assessment received by property owners.

CLT will hold informal hearings with taxpayers
and represent the Department of Local Govern-
ment Finance in assessment appeal proceed-
ings. This process will take placein lieu of the
normal appeal to the county board of appeals.
Taxpayers must participate in an informal hear-
ing to be eligible to file an assessment appeal to
the state.

If asatisfactory outcome cannot be reached in
thisinformal hearing process with CLT, taxpay-
ers may appeal to the Indiana Board of Tax Re-
view within 30 days. Lake County taxpayers
must file the Form 139L** to request a hearing
before the Indiana Board of Tax Review.

If this board does not agree with your chal-

lenge, the next step in your appeal would beto
ask the Indiana Tax Court for judicial review.
If your appeal is granted by either the Indiana
Board of Tax Review or the Tax Court, you
should file arefund claim with the county
auditor using the Form 17-T, available from
the county auditor’s office.




